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ONE OF THE GREAT COMEDIANS OF OUR TIME BLENDS FACT WITH FICTION, AS LAW & ORDER: SVU'S RICHARD BELZER’S OFF-CAMERA PERSONA COMES TO LIFE ON THE PAGE
I AM NOT 

A COP!

A Novel

“I AM NOT A COP! perfectly captures the author’s comedic voice…Belzer’s snappy narration and behind-the-scenes look at life as a famous actor  gives the book a sharp, funny edge.” 
​​––Kirkus Reviews

“The first novel by the noted actor and occasional nonfiction writer is a surprising delight…The book isn’t merely a literary conceit; it’s a solid, well-written, and very entertaining mystery novel. Further adventures of Richard Belzer, actor and crime fighter, would be most welcome.” ​​
––Booklist

“Belz is off on a chase that involves the Russkies, the blood diamond trade, and some similes that will make Raymond Chandler fans crack a smile as big as the Ritz. Deft comic timing, the gruff persona, and a lively story will satisfy fans and maybe even create some.” 
––Library Journal
Veteran stand-up comedian, Richard Belzer, or “The Belz” as he is commonly known, has played the acerbic yet beloved Detective John Munch on NBC’s Law & Order: Special Victims Unit for ten seasons. He originated the role on the NBC drama, Homicide: Life on the Streets and has portrayed it on ten different television series, including every show in the “Law & Order” franchise, Arrested Development, The Wire, and The X-Files, making Munch the longest running character on U.S. primetime television. Belzer’s impressive career also includes numerous movie roles and appearances on “Saturday Night Live;” his own HBO comedy special, “Another Lone Nut;” a six-part comedy series on Showtime, “The Richard Belzer Show;” and “The Belzer Connection,” a series of conspiracy-themed primetime specials he produced and hosted for the Sci Fi Channel. 
Now, Richard Belzer can add novelist to his lengthy resume. His captivating, often hilarious debut,        I AM NOT A COP! (Simon & Schuster; October 14, 2006, $24.00), blends fact with fiction, as his off-camera persona comes to life on the page. This novel, the first in a new mystery series featuring Belzer as himself, finds The Belz employing investigative know-how and comedic timing gleaned from his role as a TV detective to solve the mystery surrounding the disappearance of a trusted friend.   

The story begins when Richard Belzer, star of a popular TV series, meets his pal, Rudy Markovich, a Russian-born New York City medical examiner, for dinner in Brighton Beach. Though Rudy seems distracted, there is little reason to expect this is anything more than a friendly bull session until the evening ends with a knife fight in an alleyway.  Belz manages to utilize his martial arts skills and protect Rudy from the switchblade-wielding thugs.  However, his reputation doesn’t fare as well when the fight is captured by a paparazzo and his picture winds up splashed across headlines of a local tabloid making him look like an out-of-control celeb.  The bad press has the assistant producer on his hit show thinking he could benefit from a handler. The job goes to Kalisha Carter, a young African American publicist, who needs to keep the Belz’s out of trouble in order to stay employed, but quickly realizes she has her work cut out for her.   

That night, Belzer goes to Madison Square Garden to meet Rudy at a championship boxing match. He becomes concerned when it is clear he is being stood up. A detective already aquatinted with Belz comes by looking for Rudy and reveals that his abandoned car was found by the East River, covered in blood. The situation becomes more complex when Belzer receives a cryptic letter from Rudy containing a set of numbers that he is able to cleverly decipher and actually trace to four murders. This is enough to get Belzer out on the streets asking questions despite the police’s theory that Rudy is sleeping at the bottom of the river. A natural born snoop with years of television “police work” behind him, Belzer enlists the help of Kalisha, who quickly becomes his “Girl Friday,” to get to the bottom of things. Calling upon the resources he taps to portray his TV persona, Belzer knows how to be unassuming and ask the right questions, so long as no one recognizes him from TV (or thinks he’s CSI’s William Petersen).  

While maintaining his sense of humor, Belzer carries us along on a rollicking and action packed ride that leads him and Kalisha all over his Manhattan stomping grounds, from the set of his TV show to the underbelly of Russian-populated Brighton Beach. Along the way, a suspicious cast of characters are introduced including Anna Katrina Doskeav, a stunning and mysterious blonde Russian claiming to be Rudy’s long lost daughter; Cyrus Gustafson, reporter for the New York Inquirer, who has a knack for getting in Belzer’s way; and Nikolai Buteyko, a icy member of the Russian mafiya.  All of whom offer clues to help Belz unravel the mystery, now seemingly tied to diamond smuggling and Ukrainian politics, of what happened to Rudy Markovich. 
Belzer himself may not be a cop, but he has played one long enough seen more than his fair share of film noir to pull off a masterly work of crime fiction. Says the fictional Belzer: “I am not a cop. Really. I’ve just been playing one on television so long that people get a little confused sometimes. It’s understandable.  I’ve been at this game for a bunch of years, looking at corpses and bruised runaways all over New York and Baltimore, trying to ask the right questions, trying to find the right bad guy.”  With nods to classic suspense thrillers like Rope, The Thirty Nine Steps, and The French Connection, I AM NOT A COP! skillfully captures the same level of tension while also deftly encapsulating Belzer’s signature dry wit.
PRAISE FOR RICHARD BELZER:
“Richard Belzer is one of the funniest black men in America”––Chris Rock
“Wonderful when he’s on the edge.  The Marquis de Sade as a game-show host.” 
––Robin Williams

“Genuinely funny.  His comedy is honest.”––Richard Pryor

“The best I’ve ever seen working directly with an audience.”––John Belushi

“I’m very impressed with the comedy of Richard Belzer” ––Robert De Niro

“One of the best stand-up comics in the world.” ––Chevy Chase
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