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She would have been one of the biggest stars in the  world 

except for one thing -- she was Chinese. 
 

Anna May Wong was an American actress, the first Chinese American movie star, and 
the first Asian American to become an international star.  Frustrated by the stereotypical 
supporting roles she reluctantly played in Hollywood, she left for Europe in the late 
1920s. She solidified her image as an international fashion icon, and by 1924 had 
achieved international stardom. 
 
She spent the first half of the 1930s traveling between the U.S. and Europe for film and 
stage appearances but in 1935, Wong was dealt the bitterest disappointment of her 
career,when Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer refused to consider her for the leading role in its film 
version of Pearl S. Buck's The Good Earth, choosing instead the European actress 
Luise Rainer to play the leading role in "yellowface". 
 
For decades after her death, Wong was remembered principally for the stereotypical 
"Dragon Lady" and demure "Butterfly" roles that she was often given. But her life and 
career were re-evaluated in the years around the centennial of her birth, with three 
major literary works and major film retrospectives. 
 
This breakthrough actress and her life are vividly brought back to life by Alice Lee in 
“Dragon Lady: Being Anna May Wong”. This year, with the Olympics in Beijing , the 
political and religious strife in Tibet and the recent, tragic earthquake, the eyes of the 
world are on the economic powerhouse that is today’s China. There could hardly be a 
better time to recall and examine the checkered history of Orientals in an Occidental 
world. 
 

 
For more press information, interviews or images, p lease e-mail 

enquiries@greenroompresents.com , visit greenroompresents.comor call 0207 669 4103. �


